
Parents often ask, 

“What can I do at home 

to complement the les-

son?”  Here’s a section 

of the newsletter with 

ideas!  Don’t consider it 

a weekly to-do list.   

Instead, think of it as, 

“That’s such a fun idea 

and I can’t wait to try 

it!” or “We already do 

that.  I knew we were 

on the right track.”     

This week, take a walk 

outdoors  with your 

child.  Point out the 

cooler (hopefully) 

weather, leaves chang-

ing color, shadows, etc.  

Show off all the fabu-

lous effects of fall! 

What can I work on with my child this week? 
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take for granted, but 

that truly lay the foun-

dation for future learn-

ing and cultivating the 

ñtypeò of child we all 

want.   

 For example, it 

is important to identify 

the names of each color 

and shape.  Itôs also 

verrrry easy to evaluate. But, itôs  

perhaps more important to figure 

out, ñHow  do we make that color?ò 

and ñHow  do we form that shape?ò   

Yes, the color is orange, but itôs 

made by mixing colorsé what are 

they?  A circle is cool, but what 

happens if you cut it in half?   Itôs 

not about answers, itôs about 

teaching the child to ask the ques-

tions,  about really thinking and 

stretching the mind and having the 

child go into his/her head for con-

templation. For toddlersô success, 

we throw in a lot of repetition and 

hands on experience.  

 Itôs also about teaching   

basic human values:  

I always like to start my newslet-

ter with a fun quote:  

 

ñFall is my favorite season in 

Los Angeles, watching the 

birds change color and fall 

from the trees.ò  -David Letterman  

 

This week we began our new 

theme for the month of October:  

A Fabulous Fall.  Our science cen-

ter is now lined with seed pack-

ets, acorns, and pinecones.  Our 

home living center helps kids 

learn to dress themselves in 

sweaters and scarves, while the 

texture tub hosts silk leaves and 

cinnamon sticks.  Very soon, our 

class will build a scarecrow to sit 

at circle time, but donôt let it 

scare you!  

 As a teacher, this month 

Iôve ñrememberedò that you canôt 

just expect a child to know  

things, but instead to help them 

learn  things.  I see that as Job 

#1:  teaching the small, 

ñobviousò things that we adults 

*about good manners (ñYes, 

more mac -n-cheese, please.ò) 

* about sharing  a toy and respect-

ing  others when they have it.  
*about comforting  a classmate 

who gets a boo -boo.  

*about enjoying a moment  to 

look at worms on the play-

ground even if it puts us off 

ñscheduleò. 

*about being, not doing.  

 Thatôs my teaching phi-

losophy and I look forward to 

an exciting autumn.  Please 

donôt hesitate to contact me if 

you have any questions as we 

travel through the Terrific Twos 

together.  
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 First, I promise not all 

newsletters will be this long!  This 

week we focused on our color of 

the month:  orange.  For super 

science, we mixed red and yellow 

paint in a Ziploc.  We also went 

on an orange hunt in the class-

room looking high and low for 

toys that matched the featured 

color.  We identified the name of 

the toys, then switched toys, and 

somebody else had to remember 

where to return them!  Another 

day we made an orange collage.  

We’re keeping them in your 

child’s portfolio, which is a col-

lection of your child’s work in a 

binder that we can discuss and 

review during Coffee and Confer-

ences. (Coming in Nov.) 

 Our character trait of the 

month is sharing.  It is soooo 

hard for toddlers (and some 

adults!) to get this concept.  We 

did Partner Painting at the easel.  

One child held a red paint brush 

while a partner held a yellow  

brush.  Each “went to town” and 

discovered the new, blended 

color!    We offer lots of experi-

ences to understand sharing… 

from passing the spoon to mix 

playdoh, to riding on the tire 

swing, we are learning how to 

take turns.  It’s hard to have 

something fun in your possession 

and give it to someone else, but 

we’re learning! 

 The kids also helped 

make autumn leaves for our class 

tree.  First, we noticed non-green 

leaves scattered outside.  We dis-

cussed how the weather is getting 

cooler and, like us, the leaves 

have to put on different colored 

coats.  Back in our classroom, we 

ripped and tore (a precursor to 

cutting skills) colored paper and 

attached our homemade leaves to 

the tree.  It now matches ones we 

saw on the playground and guess 

who made it:  TODDLERS! 

 We made orange playdoh 

one day and orange goo another.  

These are great substances for 

attracting kids to the table.  The 

kids had a blast being covered in 

flour, though our kitchen coordi-

nator, Ms. Katie, looked at us like 

we were nuts.  Cooking helps 

integrate sensory experiences tod-

dlers need, measuring is a pre-

math skill, and Rebus recipes en-

courage pre-reading. 

 Another few miscellane-

ous items we added this week 

included the introduction of a 

piggy bank.  It’s kept under the 

diaper changing table and when a 

child is called away from playing 

for a diaper change, s/he can 

bring a toy with him/her and 

“save” it.  After the diaper 

change, s/he can “withdraw” the 

toy from the piggy bank.  Thus, 

the concept of saving is intro-

duced (plus, nobody fusses about 

diapers anymore!)  We also intro-

duced the idea of a STOP sign on 

toys that are off limits to teach 

awareness and reading environ-

mental print. 

Weekly Books about Colors: 

Elmerõs Colors (Elmer is an ele-

phant, not a glue.) 

Jack, Itõs Bath Time;  Creature Colors 

Learn with Tom Kitten 

Snappy Little Colors;  Brown Bear 

Monthly Circle Songs: 

“Busy Squirrel” (We tap sticks.) 

“Let’s Take a Walk” (We imagine 

a cat, broom, and pumpkin.) 

“Move and Freeze” (Shake bells.) 

“Monster Boogie”  

“Wise Old Owl” 

Weekly Adventures in Toddlerville 


